
2017 BransonGoers Reunion 

 

 When Mrs. Wilma sent me a message that she would like for me to write a memoir I was 

extremely honored. Then I thought, what do I write?...I'm not good at putting my thoughts on 

paper. But here goes.  

 

 I joined the group and told my story not thinking to much about it. Then was contacted by 

Robert Hukill and informed that we only live about 25 miles apart. Keep in mind I had never met 

anyone that had Polio. Robert and I had a couple emails and phone conversations with him 

encouraging me to come to the reunion. The first year I didn't because of it falling on my 

daughter’s birthday weekend. Then a couple of months before this year’s reunion Robert 

contacted me encouraging us to attend.  

 

I had several reasons not to attend, I'm still walking, I'm much younger, I won't fit in, and so on. 

All the time my wife Robyn is telling me I think we should go. I think it would do you good to 

be around others that have had polio and know what you’re going through. So we made our 

reservations and showed up for the reunion. With the thought still in my mind that we are going 

to be bored out of our minds. BOY WAS I WRONG! We were welcomed with open arms.  

Everyone was so nice and informative. 

 

 Hearing others tell their life stories allowed me to relax and not try to hide my disability. Just 

knowing that I wasn't alone with this thing called PPS really helped. Even if we didn't know each 

other, we knew what each other has struggled with and going through now. I know I'm one of the 

youngest people in the group to have had polio, it helped me to see everyone still able to get out 

of the house and having so much fun. It told me that yes we might not be able to do what we 

once was able to do, but we can still have fun and enjoy life.  

 

 As we drove home Robyn and I talked and laughed about how much fun we had, and that it 

really felt as if we had just attended a FAMILY REUNION!  

 

 Thank you all for accepting Robyn and I into this great family! 

 

 With a very special THANK YOU to Robert Hukill for encouraging us to attend. We will try to 

attend every year!! 

 

Chris & Robyn Walters 
 


